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Dear Director-General Bokova,

As you may be aware, Uganda's President Yoweri Museveni signed the Uganda Anti-

Homosexuality Act into law on 24 February 2014. This highly controversial legislation, which

imposes life imprisonment for acts of "aggravated homosexuality" and criminalizes the

"promotion of homosexuality", has been condemned by President Obama and other

prominent world leaders, as well as by several senior UN officials, including Secretary

General Ban Ki-moon, High Commissioner for Human Rights Navi Pillay and UNAIDS

Executive Director Michel Sidibÿ. UNICEF has also issued a statement on anti-homosexual

laws. The day following the passage of the bill, Ban Ki-moon publically urged Ugandan

authorities to repeal or revise it.

As the principal arguments put forward to justify this abhorrent law relate to UNESCO's

work in the fields of science, culture and education, I feel compelled to draw your attention

to them. President Museveni's decision to sign this law was based largely on an

unsubstantiated report prepared by a team of scientists from Uganda's Ministry of Health

and Makerere University concluding that homosexuality is a learned behaviour-- a position

that is contested by numerous eminent specialists from the international scientific

community. Moreover supporters of the new law claim that it is intended to protect the

traditional culture and values of the people of Uganda. Such arguments clearly violate the

principles enshrined in UNESCO's Universal Declaration on Bioethics and Human Rights and

the Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity, which affirm that scientific and cultural

considerations respectively are not to be invoked to infringe upon human rights.

As regards education and youth, President Yoweri Museveni has accused Western groups of

"coming into our schools and recruiting young children into homosexuality and lesbianism."



This new law, which will undoubtedly fuel hatred and violence against LGBT youth,

highlights the urgent need to pursue UNESCO's excellent work to combat homophobic

bullying in educational institutions, particularly in Africa.

As a member of the jury of the Nuremberg International Human Rights Award, which

selected Ms Kasha Jacqueline Nabagesera a leading Ugandan LGBT human rights activist as

its 2013 prize winner, you are well aware of the perilous situation of lesbian, gay, bisexual

and transgender persons in Uganda. If enacted, this new legislation will have disastrous

consequences; it will lead to widespread oppression and persecution of LGBT people and

their defenders and, according to UNAIDS, it "will take Uganda backwards, relinquishing its

leadership role in the AIDS response".

In light of your stated personal commitment to promoting universal human rights for all and

in your capacity as the head of the UN's specialized agency for education, science and

culture, UN-GLOBE calls on you to join the chorus of international figures condemning this

law and exercising your good offices to urge President Yoweri Museveni to repeal it

immediately. Such action on your part would reinforce UNESCO's rightful role as a global

leader in promoting respect for human rights through culture, education and science. In this

context, your official message for this year's edition of the International Day Against

Homophobia and Transphobia Day (IDAHO) will take on special significance. We trust it will

be as powerful and eloquent as the statements issued over the last three consecutive years.

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate you on your re-election to a second

mandate as UNESCO's Director-General and wish you continued success.

I thank you for considering this urgent matter and for your continued support to upholding

the universal human rights of LGBT persons around the world.

Yours sincerely,

Hyung Hak Nam (Alfonso)

President, UN-GLOBE



Cc Richard Lo Giudice, UN-GLOBE coordinator at UNESCO

PS - We at UN-GLOBE are also concerned about LGBTI staff members of the United Nations

System serving in Uganda who can be prosecuted under this law. We hope to be able to

address in the near future the issue of UNESCO staff serving in countries with similar anti-
homosexual laws.


